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Computer Ethics Scenarios and Case Discussions
Part 1: Computer Ethics Scenarios’ Responses
Scenario 1
The scientist’s failure to acknowledge the computer programmer who built the computer model to prove his theory was unethical. This is because the theory would not be proven to be true without the use of the computer model. In fact, the theory could only be proven through the use of the computer model which was built by the computer programmer that was hired by the scientist. Without the computer model, the theory could be useless. Therefore, failing to acknowledge the contribution of the programmer was unethical.
Scenario 2
The programmer’s decision not to point out the design flaws was neither ethical nor unethical. This is because the programmer kept quiet because she only wanted to fulfil the desires of the businessman. Considering that the business was small as described in the scenario, it would be meaningless to suggest a more sophisticated system which could be expensive for the business owner. Therefore, the action to fail to voice the flaws was because he thought that the business could do with them since it was a small business.
Scenario 3
The student's action in searching for the loophole was very unethical. This is because, in the first place, the student had the intention of accessing records of other students in the database and this intention depicts very unethical behaviour. Furthermore, action to continue accessing the records of other students for two weeks before the loophole was corrected was very unethical too. This is because he was aware of the loophole and instead of refraining from the act, he continued to access the records and this indicates criminal intent which is inexcusable (Andrews & Bonta, 2014) even though he reported the issue.
The system administrator’s failure to correct the system sooner was also very unethical in the sense that he knew the damage that could be done to student records but still took his sweet time to correct the loophole. This is unacceptable and depicts very unethical conduct. 
Scenario 4
The customer’s decision to keep the word-processing program was unethical. This action is considered unethical because the customer is keeping something that does not belong to him. This is against the acceptable code of conduct because one is supposed to keep only that which belongs to his or her legally. Keeping the word program which has not been purchased is unethical, even though the mistake is done by the software vendor.
Scenario 5
The programmer’s modification of the accounting system was very unethical in the sense that she did not tell the bank manager of the mistake she made. Instead, she went ahead to avoid charges which means that untrue reflections of the transactions in the bank were being experienced. Therefore, she ought to have brought the mistake to the attention of the management and then offer a way forward instead modifying the accounting system in his favour which could mess up the accounts of other customers of the bank.
Scenario 6
The programmer’s weekend use of the company computer was very ethical. This is because he fists of all valued his work during the weekdays and only set do his work during the weekend. Furthermore, he did not sneak into the company's office. Instead, he signed security check documents at the entrance which means that he made his intentions known to the company. The company was aware of his weekend work.
Scenario 7
The student’s use of the computer during the meal breaks was very ethical. This is because the student utilized the opportunity of being a part-time employee to use the computers. Furthermore, she did not interfere with the normal program at her workplace because he only used the computers when they were lying idle at the time people were having meal breaks. This was very ethical on the part of the student. If the student would have done here homework during the company time, her use of the computer would have been unethical because he would be compromising the favour given to her by the company and he would be putting her needs first and those of her employees second which is unethical. 
Scenario 8
The student destroyed her copy of the software at the end of the term her action of copying the software would be unethical This is because in the first place, she went against the rules of the lab which prohibited copying of software. If the student forgot to destroy her software at the end of the term, her copying of the software would still be unethical because in the first place, she defied the rules of the lab and copied the software. But if the student never intended to destroy her copy of the software at the end of the term, her action of copying the software would be very unethical because of the fact that on top of defying the lab rules, she would be having intentions of keeping a copy of the software, beyond doing her assignments, which she acquired illegally which is an unacceptable conduct (Dorsi & Ng, 2017).
Scenario 9
The student's action in downloading the games was ethical because the games were available for free and were not prated. However, the student's action in downloading the programs was unethical because he was aware that those programs were illegally copied. Finally, the student's act of sharing the programs and games was very unethical in the sense that this action elongated the chain of piracy and was also illegal to distribute illegally copied software. He violated the copyrights of the producers and owners of the software by distributing them without their knowledge.
Scenario 10
The programmer’s position in this situation is ethical. This is because he is ready to share liability due to a program malfunction which would lead to errors in the calculations by the engineer. This means that he commits to offering a quality program that would minimize such. On the other hand, the engineer’s position is very unethical because he wants the programmer to share liability in his own errors in calculations which means that he wants to be careless and push the blame to the programmer (Rebellon, 2015).
Scenario 11
The manager’s actions were very unethical. This is because he was trying to use unfair means to outdo his competitor in the business. The use of unfair means to eliminate competition in business is very unethical and is against the acceptable code of conduct for people in business (Ferrell & Fraedrich, 2015). Trying to crash the systems of the competitor and stealing potential customers from the competitor company negatively affected the competing company and this led the manager and his company to gain an unfair advantage in the business which was very unethical. 
Scenario 12
The student’s action of infecting hundreds of users’ flash drives was very unethical because the virus caused ignoring of the fifth command by the user and this could potentially lead to the loss of a lot of data by the users whose flash drives were infected by the virus. However, if the program output the message “have a nice day”, then the student’s action would have been ethical in the sense that it would promote happiness. However, if the virus erased files from the flash drives of victims, then the actions would be very unethical in the sense that it would be an illegal access to the users’ flash drives and it would cause loss of massive data some of which affect the lives of the users negatively (Dorsi & Ng, 2017). This would be very unethical.
Part 2: Discussion Questions for Case Exercise
Irish should have approached Henry directly and warned discouraged him from doing what he was doing. This way, the matter would not have erupted to other parties outside the organization such as corporate security. This is because Henry would have refrained from doing so now that Iris was aware of what he was doing. Knowing that someone already knows what is going own helps in deterring criminal behaviour in a person (Andrews & Bonta, 2014). This would still have saved the company of the hustle of trying to address the problem.
Since the situation is already in the hands of the corporate security, I think that it would be appropriate for Gladys to call the legal authorities such as the federal bureau of investigation to deal with the matter and find the criminality of Henry in the situation. This would help to save the image SLS as an organization that is keen on ensuring that all its employees abide to the laws and the regulations of the corporate community as well as to the laws of the country.
No, this matter does not need to be communicated to other people outside the organization because doing so would only put the company on the spotlight for criticism and also bring negative attention to the organization which would bring negative effects to some of its good employees such as Iris. Reporting unethical behaviour to outside parties comes with negative effects on the organization doing so (Ferrell & Fraedrich, 2015).
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